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Hello Everybody

I hope you’re all well. 
The Andrew Marr Show on Sunday mornings is a sometimes sombre start to the day. But yesterday’s programme ended with a Valentine’s Day treat – Lang Lang playing the first of Bach’s Goldberg Variations. Here Lang Lang plays the piece at Thomaskirche in Leipzig last year.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVD93JAH7mc
Staying with Bach, I’ve been particularly enjoying listening to countertenor Iestyn Davies over the past few months. In this recording, he performs the Agnus Dei from Bach's B Minor Mass with The English Concert, conducted by Harry Bicket, at the BBC Proms 2012.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5eGcjufyBeI
I’ve been basking in the heat of a Melbourne summer watching the Australian Open tennis tournament on TV. It has been very enjoyable apart from the surreal moments when play was paused mid-match so the spectators could leave Melbourne Park to get home before the latest lockdown started at midnight.
I found more Australian sunshine thanks to Richard Tognetti, the Australian Chamber Orchestra’s artistic director and lead violinist. There are several videos on YouTube combining Richard’s twin passions of music and surfing. 

Here Tognetti performs Paganini’s Caprice No 21 in A major with skateboarding rather than surfing on the video!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wuzPWDKalLk
Back in somewhat cooler England, I heard Elgar’s The Snow on BBC Radio 3’s Breakfast last Wednesday https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000s311.
It’s performed beautifully by the London Symphony Chorus and Royal Northern Sinfonia, conducted by Richard Hickox. The words are by Elgar’s wife Alice.
Rachel Carruthers emailed to say that last week’s reference in Vivace to La Bohème at the Royal Opera House had reminded her of when she went to the ROH to accompany Heather and Lawrence Tomlinson’s great nephew Ollie in a lesson with celebrated operatic bass John Tomlinson – Lawrence’s brother.

“John showed us around the back of the stage and the set for La Bohème was up so I think it must have been 2017 when the clip in Vivace was recorded. It was a totally exhilarating day.

“I had to leave home at some unearthly hour to get a train on the east coast line to arrive in time for the 11 o’clock lesson on a Sunday and then drive back home afterwards. But I was so buoyed up by all that I’d seen and learnt that it seemed nothing and I felt very privileged.
“Then this afternoon’” Rachel continues, “I was listening to Pink Minor from Madeleine Dring’s Colour Suite for piano, also mentioned in last week’s Vivace, and realised that this was just what I’d been looking for to finish off a programme for a course I’m going on at Higham Hall in September.”
Ollie, Heather tells me, gained a music degree at Sheffield, then did further study in Leeds. He now teaches very disadvantaged primary children in Leeds.

The La Bohème clip did come from 2017, a new staging by Richard Jones. In more usual times, you can book onto a behind-the-scenes tour of the ROH. When I went in 2019, it cost £15 and was fascinating. We could hear the orchestra rehearsing Don Giovanni and saw the set when we were taken into the auditorium. 
Current ROH streamings include the free-to-view production of Beethoven’s Fidelio, which was broadcast on BBC4 in July last year with David Butt Philip (Florestan) and Lise Davidsen (Leonore). https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000l9rq
Also free from the ROH is an insightful masterclass by bass-baritone Gerald Finley. https://www.youtube.com/embed/5LaXf9De1oo
Meanwhile The Wigmore Hall’s Spring Series of streamed concerts continues 
at 7.30pm tonight (Monday February 15) with a performance of early music by The Sixteen. On Wednesday at 1pm The Cardinall's Musick performs Shriven and Forgiven: Music for Ash Wednesday (including works by Byrd and Tallis). Both concerts were recorded live earlier this month and are available for 30 days (free but donations much appreciated).
https://wigmore-hall.org.uk
But before Ash Wednesday comes Shrove Tuesday…
Stravinsky wrote the music for Petrushka for the 1911 Paris season of Sergei Diaghilev's Ballets Russes and the ballet opens and closes at a Shrovetide fair. 
There are many recordings of the ballet and of the concert version of Petrushka on YouTube, also this interesting piece about Stravinsky and the ballet by Leonard Bernstein with extracts played by the New York Philharmonic, conducted by Bernstein: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvsgJt1QSCc
That’s all for this week. Keep in touch and I look forward to seeing some of you back on Zoom next week.

Best wishes

Mary
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